
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Summer Youth Olympic Games  Dakar 2026 – information for the 

media  
 

 

1) GENERAL INFORMATION  

 

The 4th Summer  Youth Olympic Games (YOG) will take place in  Dakar, Senegal , marking the 

first time a country on the African continent is  hosting an Olympic  sporting  event.   

 

The Youth Olympic Games are a global elite sporting event for athletes aged up to 17, featuring 

a programme largely based on the Olympic Games , while also introducing newer sports and 

innovative competition formats. Beyond the competition, the YOG include an educational 

programme that promote s the Olympic values, cultural exchange and athlete development.  

Many YOG athletes have gone on to become Olympic champions. Some notable examples 

include Chad le Clos  (swimming, South Africa), Tom Daley  (diving, Great Britain),  Thiago Braz  

(athletics, Brazil), Jessica Fox  (canoe slalom, Australia), Kuo Hsing -chun  (weightlifting, Chinese 

Taipei), Noah Lyles  (athletics, USA) and Julien Alfred  (athletics, Saint Lucia) among many 

others.  

 

 

Overview and key facts  

 

• Dates : Saturday  31 October  to Friday  13 November  202 6. 

• First Olympic sporting event  to be held in A frica.  

• Competition venues : three clusters  in Dakar, Diamniadio and Saly .  

• Sport s programme : 25  competition sports , 10 engagement sports,  153 medal events . 

• Number of athletes : 2,700  (age d up to 17 years old ) and, for the first time, a Youth 

R efugee Olympic T eam. 

• 100% gender balance d.

https://www.olympics.com/en/athletes/chad-le-clos
https://www.olympics.com/en/athletes/thomas-daley
https://www.olympics.com/en/athletes/thiago-braz
https://www.olympics.com/ioc/ms-jessica-fox
https://www.olympics.com/en/athletes/hsing-chun-kuo
https://www.olympics.com/en/athletes/noah-lyles
https://www.olympics.com/en/athletes/julien-alfred




Competition Schedule  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 



Please note that the competition schedule may change.  

 

 

2) ACCREDITATION  

 

Media representatives interested in covering the Dakar 2026 Summer  Youth Olympic Games  

should  submit their accreditation application on  the Media  Registration Portal  that will open on 13 

April 2026.  

 

The application  period is from 13 April to 12 June  202 6 , until 23:59 GMT . 

 

The registration is open for rights -holding and non -rights holding media, written press  and 

photographers, as well as writers and photographers working for publications and/or websites 

of National Olympic Committees and International Federations.  

 

NOC press attachés will be accredited as NOC E and should follow  the NOC accreditation 

process. Only bona fide press attach és working in that role for the ir NOC can receive an NOC 

E press attaché accreditation , and these accreditations should not be allocated to any other 

person working in another role.   

 

Please also note that photographers working for NOCs at the Dakar  202 6 YOG should not be 

accredited as NOC E. Writers and photographers working for NOCs should apply for an “E” 

press accreditation using the above -mentioned Media Registration Portal.  

 

Please be aware that no Youth Olympic Accreditation Cards ( YOAC s) will be issued or 

delivered prior to the YOG.  Media representatives will pick up  their YOAC upon arrival in Dakar  

at designated accreditation facilities. In order for the YOAC to be issued, the same 

passport/photo ID submitted for the accreditation application must be presented.   

 

3) ENTRY VISA  

 

Senegal usually operates a three-category  visa system for foreign nationals, each subject to 

specific entry and visa requirements, detailed as follows:  cf. Annex  1 
 

 

C ategory  A C ategory  B  C ategory  C  
Countries that do not require a visa to 

enter Senegal  

 

Countries that require a visa on arrival 

at the DSS airport (no pre -approval by 

the Senegalese Ministry of interior 

required)  

 

Countries that require a visa prior to 

departure (approval of the Senegalese 

Ministry of Interior) * 

*Participants holding passports from 

Category C countries must obtain a visa 

prior to travel from the nearest 

Senegalese embassy or consulate. Visa 

issuance is subject to prior 

authorisation by the Senegalese 

Ministry of Interior.  

 

https://ems.apps.dakar2026.org/yog-dakar2026-publicregistration/en-US/Account


For  the purpose of  the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games,  the Senegalese authorities will 

ensure entry to the host country to all persons accredited for the YOG  as stipulated in the Host 

City Contract.  

 

The list of countr ies and their relevant category can be found in  Annex  1 at the  end of this 

document.  

 

No pre -valid accreditation cards will be sent prior to the Games. All participants will receive an 

invitation letter to identify them as Games participants and allow them to use YOG transport 

upon arrival in Senegal. For Category B and C countries, an e -Visa will also be issued by the 

Ministry of the Interior  for entry into Senegal.  

  

For detailed information on the accreditation and visa process, please refer to the Media 

Accreditation Guide  via the Media Registration Portal . 

 

Passport validity  

To enter Senegal, passports must be valid for at least 6 months from the date of arrival.  

 

4)  ACCOMMODATION  

 

Dakar  202 6 has pre -selected dedicated  hotels for the media . These hotels are located in  the 

different clusters of  Dakar , Diamniadio  and Saly , all of which are host s of Dakar  202 6 YOG  

events . A transport service via the  Common Shuttle Service (CSS) will be provided at all official 

accommodations.  

 

Accredited media will be able to book their rooms via the Accommodation Management 

System (AMS ), which will be  open  for bookings  from 13 April  until 17 July  202 6 . Please note 

that only approved accredited media can book media accommodation .   

 

Procedure for accessing the AMS  

 

Media personnel  wishing to access the Accommodation Management System (AMS) for hotel 

reservations must first complete the online User Access Acceptance Form (UAAF) available on 

the above -mentioned  AMS website.  

During this process, they must nominate a designated representative authorised to act on their 

behalf  for contractual obligations, including payment, and accept the AMS Terms and 

Conditions.  

Once the form has been submitted, the designated representative will receive an email with the 

username and password required to access the AMS platform and make reservations online.  

 

For detailed information on accommodation, please refer to the Media Accom modation Guide  

via the Media Registration Portal . 

 

https://booking.dakar2026.org/
https://booking.dakar2026.org/


For any questions related to accommodation requests, please contact  the Dakar 2026 

Organising C ommittee  by email at the following address: booking@dakar2026.org  

 

5) TRANSPORT  

 

Arrival s  and departure s 

 

Accredited media in need of arrival and departure services will need to submit their arrival and 

departure data in advance via the Media Registration Portal.  

 

The official port of entry  for the YOG  is the Blaise Diagne International Airport  (DSS ), where 

arrival and departure desks will be in operation  from 23 October to 16 November  2026 .   

 

Transport  

 

A comprehensive YOG Transport network (Common Shuttle Services – CSS  and Train Express 

Régional - TER ) which serves all competition, non -competition and official hotels has been 

developed by Dakar 2026  and will be operational from 23 October to 16 November 2026 .  

 

In addition to the YOG transport netwo rk, accredited media  will have access , free of charge , to 

the Bus R apid Transit public transport system . 

 

For detailed information on transport , please refer to the  Transportation Guide  via the Media 

Registration Portal .  

 

6)  MEDIA FACILITIES AND SERVICES  

 

Media facilities and services will be provided in every competition venue.  

 

Main Press  Centre (M PC)  

 

The Main Press Centre  is located at the Abdou Diouf International Conference Centre, also 

commonly known as the CICAD , in the Diamniadio cluster.  

 

The MP C  will be in operation from 27 October  to 14 November  202 6.  

 

International Broadcasting Centre (IBC)  

 

The International Broadcast Centre  will be located  at Dakar Expo  Centre  in Diamniadio, in close 

proximity to the MPC,  and will serve as the main hub for the broadcast operation.  

 

Competition venues  

 

Media facilities and services will be provided in every competition venue. The following m edia 

facilities will be available :  

mailto:booking@dakar2026.org
https://ems.apps.dakar2026.org/yog-dakar2026-publicregistration/en-US/Account
https://ems.apps.dakar2026.org/yog-dakar2026-publicregistration/en-US/Account


- Media Workroom  

- ENG Camera  Positions  

- Mixed Zone  

- Photo Position s 

- Accredited Stand  

 

7) SCHEDULE OF IOC MEDIA EVENTS  

 

Media events are currently planned as follows, and remain subject to change:  

 

Date  Event  

30 October 2026   IOC Executive Board press conference  

 

Interview s and other media opportunities with IOC  and Dakar  202 6 representatives will be 

available upon request on -site. All requests should be addressed to pressoffice@olympic.org  

 

8)  OLYMPIC INFORMATION SERVICE  (OIS)  

 

The Olympic Information Service is a professional sports reporting and information service 

designed to  ensure  the best possible coverage of the Dakar 2026 YOG. 

 

The OIS text coverage will include detailed sports reports on the competitions, feature stories 

on the athletes, and interviews with the medalling athletes.   

 

All OIS -produced content will be published on a dedicated page of  the Dakar 2026  official 

website and will be made available license -free for republishing and distribution for editorial 

purposes by the media, NOCs, IFs, National Federations, etc.  

  

OIS Photo is a professional sports photography service designed to capture the best moments 

of the Dakar 2026  YOG  and share them with a global audience. All photos produced by the OIS 

photo team will be made available license -free via  www.oisphotos.com  to media worldwide, as 

well as to the NOCs, IFs and the athletes.  

  

KEY CONTACTS  

 

IOC Media Relations  

Email: pressoffice@olympic.org   

 

Dakar 2026 Media Relations  

Email: media@dakar2026.org   

 

IOC Media Operations  

Email: media.operations@olympic.org   

 

 

Dakar  202 6  Media Operations  

Email:  mdoteam@dakar2026.org  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oisphotos.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjiseok.hong%40olympic.org%7C33a2961a38df4791bea408de51e9a346%7C506d4541f9c240c2a1031aa4736de230%7C0%7C0%7C639038261082198789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SWYlS7Yz24TFCwsuwlhr5%2FKTjyXMd4bcREx4YXEVs5Q%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pressoffice@olympic.org
mailto:media@dakar2026.org
mailto:media.operations@olympic.org
mailto:mdoteam@dakar2026.org


 

Olympic Broadcasting Services  (OBS), Host Broadcaster of the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic 

Games  

Email: OBSinfo@obs.tv   

 

9)  RESOURCES  

 

Website  

Youth Olympic Games  

 

Photos  

IOC Media Flickr : IOC MEDIA | Flickr  

Image and footage requests: Please fill out the following form  Search Request Form 

(salesforce -sites.com) .   

Follow -up questions or any footage -related inquiries: please d irect  these to  the IOC  Content 

Licensing team at  images@olympic.org .  

 

Broadcast quality footage  

Video content will be made available  on the IOC Newsroom  includ ing  preview footage, sports 

action, interviews , athlete soundbites  and medal ceremonies .  

 

Videos  

IOC  Media  YouTube channel  

 

Social media  

All Olympic social media handles: Olympic Social Media feeds  

 

 

  

mailto:OBSinfo@obs.tv
https://www.olympics.com/fr/dakar-2026/en/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iocmedia/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fioc-sns.my.salesforce-sites.com%2Fservicerequest%3FrecordType%3DSearch_Request%26Lang%3DEn&data=05%7C02%7Cpressoffice%40olympic.org%7C2d462510340d427a336a08de0054d515%7C506d4541f9c240c2a1031aa4736de230%7C0%7C0%7C638948561806867387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lyC65T79KfEqVwU9c87i106GleoWQKDPidKDxMi7Ue8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fioc-sns.my.salesforce-sites.com%2Fservicerequest%3FrecordType%3DSearch_Request%26Lang%3DEn&data=05%7C02%7Cpressoffice%40olympic.org%7C2d462510340d427a336a08de0054d515%7C506d4541f9c240c2a1031aa4736de230%7C0%7C0%7C638948561806867387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lyC65T79KfEqVwU9c87i106GleoWQKDPidKDxMi7Ue8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:images@olympic.org
https://newsroom.olympics.com/
https://www.youtube.com/iocmedia
https://www.olympics.com/ioc/media/olympic-social-media


Annex  1 

 
 

 





 



 



 





 
  



 
 
  



 

 

 


